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 (Muslim greeting)  

To my brothers and sisters in the Islamic Faith, Assalamu Alaykom. 
To my colleagues in other faith, good morning especially to the 
members of the EMBs, greetings! A pleasant good morning to all.   

 

I am elated and wish to convey my deepest appreciation that we 
have not only emancipated a quorum but a perfect attendance of 
our Executive Board Meeting today.  Thank you very much for 
coming all the way here despite your very busy schedule.  

 

On behalf of the Commission on Elections of the Republic of the 
Philippines, we would like to warmly welcome all of you here. All 
our highly esteemed colleagues and the different Election 
Management Bodies which composed the Executive Board.  Indeed, 
it is a great privilege and honor to preside this AAEA Executive 
Board Meeting and to host in the next two days the Forum on the 
Independence of the Election Management Bodies and Election 
Security.  With the permission of the highly esteemed members of 
the Executive Board, this meeting will now come to order. Any 
question before we will proceed? 

  

The Commission on Elections of the Philippines had been elected as 
Chair of the AAEA from March 2017 – March 2019 when it hosted 
the 2017 Executive Meeting and General Assembly in this country.  
We took over the Chairmanship of the AAEA from the Election 
Commission of India pursuant to Art. 3.4.1 of the Charter.  
Honestly speaking, taking over the Chairmanship from the 
Honorable Dr. Nasim Zaidi, the then Election Commissioner of the 
Election Commission of India from 2014 – 2017 seems to be no easy 
task because you know the Election Commission of India greatly 
did a very good job in terms of shepherding the AAEA.  Aside from 
the challenges that beset the COMELEC leading to the change of 
leadership so that it was only in March of this year that I assumed 
the Chairmanship of COMELEC because before, if you noticed, 



among you who attended the previous AAEA, it was not me who 
was the Chairman at that time, It was Chairman Andres Bautista.  
However, sad to say, he was not able to finish his term due to 
political reasons also.  So, may be this is one of the agenda that we 
included in our topics. Again, we would like to express our deep 
appreciation for Dr. Zaidi and the EC of India for the successful 
stewardship of the association.   

 

Looking forward to the remaining year that I have as Chair until 
March 2019, I am very optimistic that with the concerted efforts 
and mutual cooperation of the Executive Board and other AAEA 
members, we can further strengthen our interactions and achieve 
the objectives of the association. I would also like to commend 
Russia for agreeing to host the next GA and for having been elected 
by consensus as Vice Chair for 2017-2019, that was pursuant to 
the agreement before, here in the Philippines.  

 

As we further note, the GA approved, by consensus, the revision of 
our Charter as regards the number of membership of the EB from 
five (5) to seven (7) members.  Thus, Art. 3.5  of the Charter was 
accordingly amended to have a better and geographically- balanced 
representation of member- EMBs to the EB to be composed of two 
(2) members from each of the three (3) regions - two (2) from South 
Asia; two(2) from Central Asia and another two (2) from  South East 
Asia or Asia-Pacific including the Vice-Chair. Thus, aside from the 
Philippines as Chairperson, we have from Central Asia, Central 
Elections Commission from the Russian Federation Government as 
Vice Chair and the Central Commission of Kazakhstan as 
distinguished member. In addition, we have distinguished members 
from South Asia, the Election Commission of India and the Election 
Commission of Pakistan; and from South East Asia or the Asia 
Pacific, the Central Election Commission of Taiwan, ROC and the 
General Election Commission of Indonesia.   

 

Last year, the GA also approved the Associate Membership of AAEA 
to the Association of the World Election Bodies or A – WEB.  

So, those are some that transpired during the Executive Meeting 
and General Assembly last year.  As for this year’s meeting, the 
agenda has been sent to you which are also included as part of your 
kit. Kindly refer to the agenda items to be reported by our Executive 
Secretary, to be discussed, and those to be decided upon by the 



Board. Now, is there anything that you would like to add to our 
agenda? Any objection to any item listed therein? Hearing none, the 
agenda is deemed approved by all members of the Executive Board.  
It seems to be so, and therefore now, I would like to request again 
Commissioner Parreño, the Executive Secretary of the Association, 
to present the Report of the Secretariat to the Executive Board. 

 

Again, welcome to the Philippines and we hope that your stay in the 
country will not only be comfortable but memorable as well and I 
look forward for a productive discussion with everyone. Good 
morning.  

 
 


